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operation of those laws of force, the existence
of winch has been proved and ascertained.
This principle once assumed, even stellar
astronomy, though it deals only with lifeless
matter, may still throw some light on this
grand problem of the first beginning,

Let us suppose, then, a material universe to
be created, its atoms endued with attractive
and repulsive forces, such as we know to bo in
operation, but very widely diffused, and per-
fectly at rest. By the action of those laws
condensation would ensue, varying according
to the varieties of that first arrangement, but
still tending to the formation of distinct
systems, with loose, outlying portions of mist
floating between thorn ; and, finally, of globes
and rings, revolving in cycles of nearly regular
motion, with unattached and less condensed
nebulous masses subject to a similar process
of change. It is conceivable, and not highly
improbable, that the actual laws of force,
if we could accurately trace thoir results back-
ward, would resolve these condensed smis
and planets into snek a diffused, primitive
nebula, or thin cloud of material atoms, and
replace their regular orbital motions by a state
of perfect rest. If this wore HO, and wo then
strove to trace the i*esults of these laws still